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Introduction

Introduction
CoöperatePittsburgh's mission is to help people in the Pittsburgh
area get their needs met by groups that prioritize nonhierarchical
decision making and community participation; creating networks of
selfreliance and independence from institutions that put profit before
people and the planet. CoöperatePittsburgh grew out of IYCPOC
(International Year of the Cooperative—Pittsburgh Organizing
Committee), a group which came together in 2011 with a mission to
educate, advocate, and celebrate the cooperative model. One of our
projects was the creation of a local directory. We have since
broadened our scope to include collectives and other organizations
whose primary focus is resource sharing or collaboration.
Our hope is that this list will help you connect with the cooperative
groups that already exist and encourage you to start organizing more
coops and collectives yourself to fill the voids in our community. If
you’re not already participating in one, give it a try. And if you are
participating in one, don’t forget to make your voice heard. Let’s work
together to make Pittsburgh a more just and joyful place to live and
work!
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Cooperatives

Cooperatives
A cooperative is an organization that is owned and democratically
controlled by its members, who may be individuals or independent
organizations.
Within this model, there is a lot of flexibility. Cooperatives exist with
different structures, across many sectors, and with a variety of target
members. Some of the main cooperative types are consumer (which
includes buying clubs and credit unions), worker, producer, and
housing coops.
Cooperatives are typically based on seven core principles:
• Voluntary and open membership
• Democratic member control
• Economic participation by members
• Autonomy and independence
• Education, training, and information
• Cooperation among cooperatives
• Concern for community

The Big Idea Cooperative Bookstore and Café

The Big Idea collective began in 2001 and has had many iterations of location and
membership. Currently, we are a workerowned cooperative dedicated to the
promotion of radical/alternative cultures through the distribution of literature and the
operation of a safe and accessible space. The Big Idea specializes in books on radical
and progressive subjects including queer studies, feminism, labor, ecology, race,
history, and philosophy. We also carry books without explicit political content,
particularly in our used book section, which includes hundreds of generously donated
books. We also carry patches, stickers, posters, and zines. As a café, we strive to
serve food and drinks from local, organic, fair trade, and sustainable sources
whenever possible. We are a volunteer run, notforprofit, noncapitalist establishment.
Let us know if you'd like to host an event in our space or would like us to table at an
event elsewhere!
4812 Liberty Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15224
4126874323
www.thebigideapgh.org
thebigidea@gmail.com
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Borland Green Ecovillage

Borland Green is a cohousing group of 10 households and a community garden. A
cohousing community is an assembly of residents who share a lifestyle vision, aim to
know their neighbors, have meals with each other once in a while, and garden with
them, among other things. We have been working closely with East Liberty
Development, Inc. for the past several years in our quest for the right cohousing
context. When ELDI purchased this row of houses on Black Street through a
foreclosure sale, we felt it was exactly what we had been looking for. The houses are
undergoing substantial renovations as part of the cohousing project, using
sustainable and lowcost building practices where possible. The community is
expanding as work is done on more houses, and is working to transform the vacant
land adjacent to the new homes into a diverse and
productive space. The small plot is becoming a lush,
urban food forest with vegetable, fruit, and nut
gardens, which the Borland Green Ecovillage is
using as a tie to strengthen connections between
neighbors in the intentional community and the
community at large.
Black St. between Borland and North Beatty
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Cyberpunk Apocalypse

The Cyberpunk Apocalypse is a cooperatively run notforprofit organization dedicated
to aiding and abetting writers and comic artists in Pittsburgh, PA and by extension the
world. The Cyberpunk Apocalypse was founded in March 2009 primarily as a reduced
rent residency program and event space for readings and book clubs. Quickly the
project branched out, and within two years had a shortterm rent free residency
program, a sporadically produced literary publication, takeabook leaveabook
library, regular events, such as the monthly “Cooloff,” a working letterpress print shop,
and a handful of published books from its residents to brag about. Cyberpunk
Apocalypse prints and publications are available online for purchase at
GnarlyAsIWannaBe.com. Early on, the project gained attention for being cold and
getting raided during the Pittsburgh G20, but would eventually get press for our
primary objective: aiding writers and comic artists here in Pittsburgh.In 2012
Quatzequatel helped the project move into an expanded space in Pittsburgh’s
Northside. After the move the project received a Heinz Endowment to begin a Writers’
Showcase that will advance reading as performance.

1200 Boyle St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
www.thecyberpunkapocalypse.tumblr.com
www.gnarlyasIwannabe.com
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East End Cooperative Ministry

EECM is an interfaith ministry dedicated to helping atrisk children and youth, the
hungry, the homeless, and others in need throughout Pittsburgh’s East End.
The organization was founded in 1970, when 18 local congregations launched a
unified effort to address the increasingly widespread and serious problems plaguing
the East End. Today, it leads a communitywide effort, supported by more than 40
member congregations, as well as a corps of local businesses and foundations,
generous donors, and dedicated volunteers.
For many of the individuals it serves, EECM provides the necessities of life: a hot
meal, a safe place to sleep, and food for the family. For others, it is a place to regain
strength after a hospital stay, a support system to work toward recovery, or oneon
one help to change life for the better. For young people, EECM is educational
programs, drug and alcohol prevention programs, violence prevention programs,
Summer Day Camp, and a concerted effort to show our children a better future.
250 N. Highland Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
4123615549
www.eecm.org
eecm@eecm.org

East End Food Co-op

In the 1970s there were several food coops in the
Pittsburgh area. In 1977, our cooperative began as a
supplier to these coops who were looking to provide
healthier natural foods than could be found in conventional
grocery stores at the time. Eventually, we opened a
storefront.
East End Food Coop is the last natural foods coop left in
Pittsburgh from those original, backtonature stores. We
have grown and changed over time, but our reason for
being here remains the same: to bring good food to people
at fair prices and to spread the word about the benefits of
cooperative ownership. As a local business, we support
sustainable food, environmental responsibility, and our
community. We're living proof that the cooperative model is
sustainable, profitable, and relevant. And pretty amazing.
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7516 Meade St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15208
4122423598
www.eastendfood.coop

Cooperatives

East End Food Co-op Federal Credit Union

The East End Food Coop Federal Credit Union is a memberowned and operated,
nonprofit, financial cooperative. The EEFC Federal Credit Union provides a number
of financial services, including share savings accounts, share savings certificates,
payroll deduction and direct deposit, personal loans, car loans, and green loans.
Membership in the Credit Union is open to any EEFC member who lives in Allegheny
or Westmoreland counties. Office hours Wednesday 68pm and Saturday 11am3pm;
other times by appointment.

7516 Meade Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15208
4122437574
www.eastendfood.coop/coop/creditunion

Farmers' Market Cooperative ofEast Liberty

The Farmers' Market Cooperative of East Liberty is a permanent, indoor farmers'
market open every Saturday yearround, from 5 a.m. to 12 noon. We are the oldest
continuously operating market in Western Pennsylvania. The first day of operation
was July 5, 1941. Being a "cooperative," the market is owned by the farmers.
Historically, the market had a larger number of owners, but now the ownership group
includes four active farming families: the Kennedy family,
John and Val and their three children who operate the J.
L. Kennedy Meat Stand; Rick Zang, owner of Zang's
Greenhouse; Tim and Suzanne Hileman, owners of
Kistaco Farm; Ina and John Greenawalt and children
Brian and Melanie, owner of Greenawalt Farms. The
market also includes a number of other vendors that help
bring a diversity of products to the market each week.
44 North Sheridan Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
4126614414 (Saturdays only)
www.farmersmarketcooperativeofeastliberty.com
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Fishes and Loaves Cooperative Ministry

Fishes and Loaves was founded in January 2011 and we made our first deliveries in
June 2011. This buying club for senior citizens in the food desert neighborhood of
Hazelwood enables access to produce, meat, dairy, and fish, mostly by preorder,
though some things are available without. Hazelwood Presbyterian Church, St.
Stephen Catholic Church, Hazelwood Christian Church, and the Hazelwood Initiative
Community Organization all work together. In addition to private donations, Pittsburgh
Presbyterian Church, and Pittsburgh Catholic Charities provided grants.

5115 Second Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15207
4124143125
www.fishesandloaves5000.com
flcm5000@gmail.com

Fourth River Workers Guild

Fourth River Workers Guild LLC brings Pittsburgh homeowners and workers together
to design, build and grow better lives. We share a common aim to have productive
homes and communities that rely more on internal codependencies than external
dependencies for common needs. We seek the language of the land to live
harmoniously within our environment, develop regional trade and create wealth
through craft and character. Fourth River Workers Guild is a Pittsburghbased workers
cooperative offering clients and workers a
collaborative experience. The products and
services are grounded in the idea that they
should promote and improve the local
community and ecology.

6433 Jackson St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
4127608375
www.languageoftheland.com
Info@LanguageOfTheLand.com
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Hill District Federal Credit Union

Since 1970 the HDFCU has served those living in the Hill District by providing financial
services. When you join the HDFCU you become part of a memberowned
organization built on the philosophy of people with a common bond, helping each
other. The HDFCU offers general financial services, including home loans, as well as
online banking and billpay and adult and youth financial literacy courses. We're right
in your neighborhood, ready to help you solve your financial problems with fast,
friendly, personal service.
2021 Centre Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
4122810822
www.hilldistrictfcu.org

Justseeds Artists' Cooperative

Justseeds Artists’ Cooperative is a decentralized network of 24 artists committed to
making print and design work that reflects a radical social, environmental, and political
stance. Founded in 1998, and originally the graphics distribution project of Josh
MacPhee, Justseeds made the transformation into a workerowned cooperative in
2007—the original network being largely in place through past collaborations and
friendships. In May 2010, Justseeds moved our distribution center from Portland to a
new and larger base in Pittsburgh. We operate an online store and wholesale
distribution center and an active, multivoice
blog detailing current art and resistance
projects around the world.
Ice House Studios, Suite 104
100 43rd St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15201
4122750022
www.justseeds.org
store@justseeds.org

9

Cooperatives

The Mr. Roboto Project

The Mr. Roboto Project is an all ages, Do It Yourself (DIY),
nonprofit volunteer run cooperative venue and show
space in Pittsburgh, PA. The structure of The Mr. Roboto
Project was modeled partially after the 924 Gilman St club
in Berkeley, CA, combined with elements of the East End
Food Coop in Pittsburgh, PA. The cooperative runs on a
membership basis, with its members responsible for the
direction of the venue. There is a 5 person board of
directors who deal with the daytoday operations, elected
of any member who wishes to run for a position. Meetings
are held once a month, with both members and non
members encouraged to attend. The initial membership
5106 Penn Ave.
cost is $25, with a $10 per year renewal fee. The shows at
Pittsburgh, PA 15224
the venue are booked by its members  while there is a
www.therobotoproject.org wide variety of different musical groups and stylings being
info@therobotoproject.org presented, most could be placed under the general banner
of "punk."

Penn's Corner Farm Alliance

Penn's Corner was founded in 1999 by a group of farmers to
deliver fresh food to restaurants and individuals in
Southwestern Pennsylvania while protecting a sustainable
rate of return for the farmers and promoting sustainable
growing practices. The farm alliance is a small grassroots
organization, but we are growing quickly. We market to
restaurants in the Pittsburgh area, offer a CSA, and host an
online Farm Stand that makes deliveries every week of the
year.

Pinup Posters Courier Collective

412407POST(7678)
www.facebook.com/PinUpCouriers
pin.up.couriers@gmail.com
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6400 Hamilton Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
4123631971
www.pennscorner.com
info@pennscorner.com

Pin Up Posters Is a courier collective owned
and cooperated by 3 women who have been
biking Pittsburgh for a long time. We have built
our business over the past 5 years, getting to
know which businesses in Pittsburgh are proud
to promote arts, cultural, and nonprofit events.
We are available yearround to distribute
posters and handbills for bands, lectures,
discussion groups, parties, event spaces, etc.
Contact us to have your materials distrubuted!

Cooperatives

Pittsburgh Central Federal Credit Union

Pittsburgh Central Federal Credit Union opened its doors in 1936, and operates as a
memberowned, notforprofit, financial cooperative. If you live, work, worship, or
attend school in Allegheny, Beaver, or Butler Counties, or if you have an immediate
family member with an existing account, then you are eligible for membership. We
offer a wide variety of quality financial products and services all of which are designed
for affordability and member convenience. At PCFCU, we promote the basic credit
union philosophy of “People Helping People.”
All of our members are treated with
outstanding, personal service and we are here
to help them achieve their financial goals.
2601 Wexford Bayne Rd.
Sewickley, PA 15143
18004621711
www.pghcentral.com
info@pghcentral.com

Pittsburgh Toy Lending Library

The Pittsburgh Toy Lending Library has been around
since 1974. The playspace and toy lending collection is
for kids 6 and under. Children come with parents or
caregivers and can play in the space or check toys out.
The playspace can also be rented out for parties. The
PTLL is all volunteer run, and over half of members
volunteer. Anyone can come and play for $5 per child per
visit, or can sign up for an annual membership, with rate
determined by number of monthly volunteer hours.

Riverset Federal Credit Union

5401 Centre Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15232
4126824430
www.pghtoys.org
pghtll@yahoo.com

Originally founded as Pittsburgh Teachers Credit Union, Riverset Credit Union has
been in existence since 1934, and membership in our credit union is now open to all
those who live, work (regularly conduct business in), worship, or attend school in
Allegheny, Beaver, and Butler Counties. Our members are at the core of all our
business decisions. As a community financial institution, we are very active with local
organizations and place emphasis on volunteerism. Riverset offers personal,
workplace, and student banking.
53 S. 10th St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15203
4124882525
www.riverset.com
marketing@riverset.com
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Cooperatives

StartUp Living Planet Business School

StartUp is an instructor owned coop founded to promote the development of
businesses that can contribute to a living planet through workshops, peer support
groups, and seed funding. Instructors have real life experience and are experts on
their topic. Our learning environment promotes collaborative learning, mutual respect
and support, and creative problem solving. To achieve a living planet we need to
change our cultures. We believe business models are the most effective means to
change our cultures.

4124822142
www.startup1.org
carlos@startup1.org

Steel Valley Printers

107 East 8th Ave
Homestead, PA 15120
4124615650
steel.printers@verizon.net
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Steel Valley Printers has been a worker owned
business for 25 years. We offer digital and offset
printing of all kinds, from business cards to
magazines as well as banners and tshirts.

Cooperatives

Ujamaa Collective

Ujamaa is a hybridmodel shared services and
purchasing coop which began organizing in 2008 to
assist Africana women artists and crafters in creating
consistent spaces to sell their work to the public. Over
the past five years, they have grown to offer a Boutique,
Marketplace, Urban Farm, and Entrepreneurship
Training to close to 30 members in the Historic Hill
District. The marketplace hosts locally produced works
of art, crafts, international cuisine, and specialty herbs.
1901 Centre Ave.
Suite 100
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
4122285160
www.ujamaacollective.org
ujamaacoop@gmail.com

Union Project Ceramics Cooperative

Union Project makes space to connect, create, and celebrate community. Since 2001,
we’ve repurposed our historic church building to provide an affordable, safe, and
welcoming home to grassroots entrepreneurs, artists, nonprofits, and people of all
faiths as a catalyst for creating a more vibrant community. Positioned at the
intersection of some of Pittsburgh’s most racially and economically diverse urban
neighborhoods, Union Project is a community hub, both literal and figurative common
ground for surrounding neighborhoods. Union Project's Arts Program creates
connections and opportunities for learning. Through communitybased arts
programming, we serve the diverse needs of our surrounding neighborhoods and
encourage the making of beautiful things, both
handmade objects and connections among people.
The Ceramics Cooperative is a community studio for
artists to share, providing storage space, use of
equipment, glazes, firing, and the opportunity to
teach and help maintain the studio. They offer
ceramics classes, workshops, and a cooperative for
people of all ages and experience levels. Our
program supports local emerging artists by providing
affordable studio space where members can build
their resumes by teaching and find opportunities to
801 N. Negley Ave.
exhibit and sell their artwork in our gallery.
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
4123634550 ext. 22
www.unionproject.org
studio@unionproject.org
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Collectives
A collective is a group of people who share common goals or
interests working together on a shared project. Collectives are often
characterized by attempts to share and exercise political and social
power and to make decisions on a consensusdriven and egalitarian
basis.
While cooperatives are defined by their ownership model, collectives
are defined by their social/operational structure. In fact, many choose
not to have any formal legal existence.

Book 'Em

Book 'Em is an allvolunteer, nonprofit organization that sends free educational books
and quality reading material to prisoners in Pennsylvania. We meet from 4 to 6pm on
the first three Sundays of every month. There is no need to call beforehand, nor do
you need to arrive right at 4 nor stay until 6.
Thomas Merton Center (basement)
5129 Penn Avenue
www.bookempgh.org
bookempgh@gmail.com

Catapult

Catapult is a coworking space, a community, a full stack agency, and a small batch
coffee roastery. Catapult is a lot of disparate things that somehow work very well
together. We are a group Pittsburghbased entrepreneurs, designers, developers,
writers, and creatives who simply don't want to work at home, and don't want to work
alone. To join the community is free. Come hang out any weekday and meet some
members. If it's a good fit, join our mailing list and setup a recuring donation. If you
love what we're doing and you want to contribute more, come talk to us about getting
a shared desk (50 dollars a month, including key and coffee) and maybe even a
permanent desk (another 100 a month), or ask us about hosting events at the space.
We're pretty relaxed. There are no contracts,
start and stop whenever you want.
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4327 Butler St. 2nd Floor
Pittsburgh, PA 15201
4124073327
www.catapultpgh.org
inbox@catapultpgh.org

Collectives

East End Mutual Aid

Formed in 2009, East End Mutual Aid (EEMA) is comprised of
residents in Bloomfield, Garfield, Friendship, and East Liberty
who work on mutual aid projects and communitydriven
solutions to improve the quality of life and the presence of
social and economic justice within our communities. We run a
winter snow shoveling project for those in need, operate a
hotline for help with shortterm tasks and emergencies, as
well as host Share Faire events that create a temporary gift
economy.
PO Box 90275
Pittsburgh, PA 15224
4123853362
www.eastendmutualaid.org
info@eastendmutualaid.org

FEARLESS

FEARLESS  Facilitators for Equity, Accountability, and Resolution  Learning Every
Single Second, is a new Pittsburgh collective dedicated to assisting individuals,
organizations, workplaces, and communities interested in addressing the multitudes
of oppression that limit the potential for all people to have healthy experiences and
relationships. We believe that confronting, resisting, and unlearning oppression on
both interpersonal and structural levels will transform our city and culture. We are
dedicated to making this work and transformation happen regardless of the price tag
and offer our services on a slidingscale basis.
4125013327
www.fearlesspgh.wordpress.com
fearlesspgh@gmail.com
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Free Ride Bicycle Project

Free Ride is a bicycle recycling and education facility
focused on teaching the doityourself approach to
bicycle repair and maintenance. Since 2001, Free Ride
has existed to support community education and
empowerment of individuals to wrench on their bikes.
The project was started under the umbrella of Bike
Pittsburgh, but has since separated and is run
independently and entirely by volunteers. Free Ride
offers shopquality tools, a space to work, and
collective mechanical knowledge, as well as basic
mechanics classes, youth programs, and an earna
bike program.

Girls Rock! Pittsburgh

214 N. Lexington St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15208
4122543774
www.freeridepgh.org

Girls Rock! Pittsburgh is a music and empowerment program for girls ages 816. Our
mission is to foster confidence, encourage creative expression, and create community
for girls and women through music. We rely on dedicated and skilled volunteers to
make this programming possible! Positions that involve working with or teaching
girls–including band managing, instrument and
workshop instruction, and camp counselor–are
reserved for female, trans, and gender nonconforming
individuals. Nondirect positions are open to people of
all genders. Please let us know how you’d like to help!
PO Box 5003
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
www.girlsrockpittsburgh.org

Hatch Arts Collective

Hatch Arts Collective gathers interdisciplinary artist
communities to create performance and mediabased
work. We believe that meaningful, human interaction
mediated by an arts experience can be transformative for
individuals and communities.
www.hatcharts.org
paul@hatcharts.org
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Hazelwood Food Forest

A Food Forest is a garden with fruit and nut
trees, in addition to the flowers, vegetables and
herbs found in traditional gardens. They are
beautiful places for people to gather. Food
Forests are designed to grow the way that
nature intended, with the plants each serving a
purpose or multiple functions for humans,
animals and other plants. They grow vertically,
as a forest, with tall trees growing above shrubs
and lowgrowing plants. These spaces are
sometimes called Forest Gardens, as nearly all
of the trees and shrubs planted grow edible fruits or nuts. As of the 2013 season, we
have nearly 100 species ranging from fruit and nut trees to berry bushes to medicinal
herbs. We aim to not only be a site of food production, but also a place for learning
and sharing. To realize this goal, we have weekly workdays and often host
workshops, both open to the public. We hope someday that the food forest will be a
selfsustaining entity. In order to facilitate this, we operate with very little funding, no
permanent staff, and very few outside inputs. We are happy to invite you to join us in
our adventures! Workdays Tuesdays from 6pm till sunset.
4700 Irvine St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15227
www.pittsburghpermaculture.org/hazelwoodfoodforest3
info@pittsburghpermaculture.org

Hill District Consensus Group

The mission of the Hill District Consensus Group is to work together through the
differences and with the commonalities. We establish and enforce standards and
processes in all aspects of community life: economic, political, spiritual, and social, for
the ongoing health and prosperity of the community.
Join the conversation! Meetings are an opportunity for community members to
discuss neighborhood issues and share news & events. Meetings take place in the
Elsie Hillman Auditorium, Kaufmann Center, 1825 Centre Ave. All meetings are open
to the public and all community stakeholders are encouraged attend. The Hill District
Consensus Group hosts regular community meetings on the second Friday of each
month from 10am to 12 noon.
1835 Centre Ave, Suite 265
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
4126974692
www.hdcg.org
info@hdcg.org
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Landslide

Landslide is a community farm, located in the neighborhood of Soho (at the
intersection of West Oakland, Uptown, and the Hill District) that is dedicated to
providing a free source of healthy food to the community. We are committed to
eliminating the barriers to accessing the resources necessary for sustainability and
are learning and applying techniques of bioremediation and permaculture. We are a
neighborhoodcentric project that focuses on education and mutual aid. Our farm is
sustained entirely by the hard work of volunteers and, with the exception of a few
generous grants, we are funded by individual contributions. We’re a growing project
and are hoping to buy additional land, undertake new housing projects, sustain our
farm, as well as support other neighborhood garden projects and continue to
distribute free food, plants, and seeds. Landslide Community Farm now has its
501(c)3 status and can receive tax deductible donations.
3 Allequippa Street
Pittsburgh PA, 15213
4129043789
www.sites.google.com/site/landslidecommunityfarm
landslide@riseup.net

Mayday Marching Band

Pittsburgh's community marching band. Welcomes new
members of any musical ability. Practices under the Bloomfield
Bridge Sundays at 2 PM. Excited to share music at events both
political and social.
www.maydaymarchingband.blogspot.com
liesebird@gmail.com

New Economy Working Group

Our mission is to identify, support, and collaborate with
Pittsburgh region projects and groups to develop a
sustainable cooperative & democratic economic
system run by and for the people.

www.facebook.com/NEWGatTMC
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Peebles Circle Intentional Neighborhooding Project

We are a loose network of people living in Wilkinsburg and Park Place who are
interested in making our neighborhood a great place to live while keeping it from
becoming gentrified. We are creating public space, sharing tools and other resources,
and making art, gardens, and community traditions. We
believe housing is a basic right and advocate for rent
control, community land trusts, and reducing barriers to
lowincome homeownership.
www.sites.google.com/site/peeblescircle/home
peeblescircle@gmail.com

Pittsburgh Anarchy

News, events, and analysis of interest to anarchists in Pittsburgh
and the region. Perpetual conflict is raging in Pittsburgh. The
current situation points to the fact that the concealment and
apparent isolation of this war is essential to the maintenance of
workers, prisoners, and social classes. This site exists to reveal
and connect the various struggles against this arrangement for
those who would see it routed.

www.pghanarchy.tumblr.com
pghanarchy@hushmail.com

Pittsburgh Poetry Collective

Pittsburgh Poetry Collective is an organization that provides a space for self
expression, identity exploration, and social justice via spoken word leagues,
performances, and community writing workshops. Although we are new (2012), some
of our programs have been around since the 1990s. Wanna know the specifics?
Check out what we do. We welcome any opportunity for lyrical mayhem and believe
that performance poetry heals, connects, articulates, and shares our experiences as
well as our differences.
1247 Chartiers Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15220
4127354078
www.pghpoetry.org
slampittsburgh@gmail.com
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Pittsburgh Pro Poultry People (Chicks in the Hood)

Pittsburgh ProPoultry People, or P4, is a looselyorganized group of urban poultry
keepers who seeks to promote the joy of chickens within the city without permit
requirements. P4 organizes chicken coop tours, chicken keeping classes, stray bird
rehoming, a support forum, and bird and feed purchasing, as well as working for
Pittsburgh urban farming code reform and awareness. We are passionate about
urban chickens for many reasons: They bring us closer to the
most basic aspects of life. They give us an opportunity to produce
our own food in an ethical way. They provide fresh eggs, create
fertilizer for the garden, and are voracious insect eaters. And they
are great pets!
www.pittsburghpropoultrypeople.blogspot.com
pittsburgh.pro.poultry.people@gmail.com

Queer Video Vault

The Video Vault is currently forming and will be a free library of queer videos from the
former Dreaming Ant collection. We will also host community building screening nights
around town. Contact us if you want to be involved in the planning stages or if you
want to be informed once the collection has a home.
pghqueervideos@gmail.com

Rhinestone Steel

Rhinestone Steel is an allday, allages, queer music and arts festival. Rhinestone
Steel hosts local and nationally recognized musical performers, showcases queer art,
and allows queers and allies to come together in a safe and fun environment.
Rhinestone Steel is more than just a music festival; it is a political action in celebration
of our community. In an environment where queer
voices are seldom heard in mainstream music and
arts spaces, Rhinestone Steel aims to not only
celebrate our community’s varied talents, but also
spark new inspiration within our community.

www.rhinestonesteel.com
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Shadbush Environmental Justice Collective

The Shadbush Collective formed in the spring of 2010 out of a desire to develop a
more radical response to the climate crisis and environmental injustice as they
manifest in Pittsburgh and throughout our region. In many ways we came together
around the immediate need to organize against natural gas drilling in the Marcellus
Shale, which threatens even some of our own neighborhoods in Pittsburgh. This
struggle is at the forefront of our work. But we do not wish to limit our work to a single
campaign or issue – the destruction of communities and ecosystems under capitalism
will not end with a single practice, nor will the “solutions” offered to us from above lead
us to a sustainable future. Regionally, we see the need to work in solidarity with
coalfield communities in Pennsylvania and throughout southern Appalachia, affected
by longwall mining and mountaintop removal. Connecting struggles against coal and
natural gas is critical to showing that no form of fossil fuel
extraction, or consumption, is safe or clean. We also see a
need to help grow community solutions to climate change
and peak oil. In our city, we see the growth of socalled
green businesses, development projects, and city programs
heralded as the seeds of a green economy. However, these
institutions often undermine our capacity for selfsufficiency
by coopting community projects and contributing to
gentrification. We hope to support projects which truly build
community sustainability and autonomy in Pittsburgh.
www.shadbushcollective.org
info@shadbushcollective.org

subRosa

subRosa is a mutable (cyber)feminist art collective combining art, social activism, and
politics to explore and critique the intersections of information and biotechnologies on
women’s bodies, lives, and work. Since its founding in 1998, subRosa has developed
situated, transdisciplinary, performative, and discursive practices that create open
ended environments where participants engage with objects, texts, digital
technologies, and critical learning experiences interacting with each other and the
artists. subRosa has performed, exhibited, lectured, and published in the USA, Spain,
Britain, Holland, Germany, Croatia, Macedonia, Mexico,
Canada, Slovenia, and Singapore, and has received many
commissions for its work as well as funding from the Creative
Capital Foundation, Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, and
the STUDIO for Creative Inquiry at Carnegie Mellon. Many of
subRosa’s publications can be downloaded freely at
http://home.refugia.net. A DVD with short documentary videos
of signal performances from 2000–2005 is also available.
www.cyberfeminism.net
subRosa@cyberfeminism.net
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Three Rivers Village Democratic Free School

Three Rivers Village School is an innovative
independent school serving children and youth
ages 518. It is Pittsburgh’s first democratic
school. The school is committed to accepting all
students who will thrive at our school
regardless of their family’s ability to pay.

4721 Stanton Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15201
4124083388
www.threeriversvillage.org
info@threeriversvillageschool.org

Transformazium

Transformazium uses the creative process in combination with locally identified
resources to transform ideas into tangible social and economic benefit.
Transformazium has been working together on public, socially engaged projects since
2001. Our original point of connection was a shared interest in the expansion and
democratization of public space in post9/11 New York City. Street art, graffiti, and
acts of public celebration were our counterpoints to fear, privatization, silencing of
dissent, and increased police presence. In search of further meaning and relevance,
we expanded to explore issues in youth development, farming, and food security. In
2007, we moved to North Braddock. The new sets of resources and challenges that
we encountered in this town—both marked by industrial collapse, population loss,
blight and abandonment, and public health challenges as well as aggressively
marketed as a place of opportunity for artists and creative professionals—have
deepened and widened our practice immeasurably. In navigating these realities, we
have listened to our neighbors and examined our responsibility to our neighborhood.
Transformazium is eager to work with their immediate neighbors in North Braddock,
Braddock, and Rankin, as well as those working and living in similarly postindustrial
areas, and collaborates with other groups in the
community for numerous art projects, including a Family
Portrait Project, the Neighborhood Print Shop housed in
the Braddock Carnegie Library, and ongoing work around
building deconstruction.

North Braddock and Braddock, PA 15104
www.transformazium.org
transformazium@transformazium.org
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WWHAT'S UP

Formed in the fall of 2011, Whites Working and Hoping to Abolish Total Supremacy,
Undermining Privilege (WWHAT’S UP?!) is a group of whiteidentified people studying
antiracism and participating in corresponding actions to challenge white supremacy.
WWHAT’S UP’s goals are to educate ourselves and support other white people in
challenging white supremacy and to actively create a world that
is free of destructive white privilege. WWHAT’S UP believes
racism hurts everyone and that unlearning racism is liberating
for all.
www.wwhatsup.wordpress.com
wwhatsuppgh@gmail.com

Yellow Bridge Childcare Collective

The Yellow Bridge Childcare Collective is a network of
volunteers who provide childcare at community events. By
providing free childcare for events, we hope to increase
accessibility within movements for justice.

www.yellowbridgepittsburgh.blogspot.com
yellowbridgepittsburgh@gmail.com
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Resource Sharing
While the following organizations are not cooperatives or collectives,
they work to encourage more equitable distribution of resources and
knowledge. Many of them enable us to share space or tools that
would otherwise be inaccessible without spending more on
unnecessary individual ownership. Others keep valuable materials
from being wasted and help them to find new homes.

Artists Image Resource (AIR)

AIR is an artistrun organization that integrates the production of fine art printwork
with innovative educational programs that explore the creative process. AIR provides
print and imaging services to professional artists and educators. Our goal is to
maintain an active and vital imaging laboratory that supports artists and facilitates
creative activity.
518 Foreland St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
4124329127
www.artistsimageresource.org

Assemble Gallery

Assemble is an open physical space in an urban neighborhood in Pittsburgh. We
unite artists, technologists, and makers with our neighbors of all demographics.
Assemble provides a platform for experiential learning, opening creative processes
and building confidence through making.
5125 Penn Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15224
4124329127
www.assemblepgh.org
info@assemblepgh.org
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Bayardstown Socal Club

Bayardstown is a membersonly social club in the Strip District that offers a shared
backyard space to gather, eat, and drink. A $10 monthly membership includes access
to BBQ grills, picnic tables, a fire pit, and outdoor games. Although limited, new
openings will be available on a first come, first
serve basis every month and existing
members have the option to bring guests at an
additional rate of $5 per day / per guest.
3008 Penn Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15201
www.bayardstown.com

The Beauty Shoppe

The Beauty Shoppe is a Pittsburgh coworking space for everyone. We offer inspired
spaces, integral services, and access to a diverse network of creatives, entrepreneurs
and small companies. Whatever your size or industry, working with us gives you the
freedom to focus on your business.

6101 Penn Ave. Suite 201
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
www.thebeautyshoppe.org
hello@thebeautyshoppe.org

The Brewhouse Association

The Brew House Association is a nonprofit organization that provides artists with the
support necessary to foster invention, creation, and collaboration, and encourages
creative risktaking and the ruthless pursuit of artistic excellence. The BHA’s vision is
to offer meaningful outreach opportunities to the Brew House membership and
engage the community in creative programming through presenting exhibitions,
performances, and public events that educates, entertains, challenges and involves.
The Brew House is strongly committed to creating programs that highlight and support
local and regional artists in the development of their work.The Brew House
Association (BHA) is located in the former Duquesne Brewery complex on Pittsburgh's
South Side. Since the late 1970's, the property known as the Brew House has rented
living and studio space to artists. In the 1995, the Brew House developed an
exhibitions space, Space 101, and a performance theater, the I.A.C. Garage.
2100 Mary St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15203
4123817767
www.sites.google.com/site/thebrewhouseassociation
TheBrewHouse@gmail.com
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Bruno Works

Bruno Works is a coworking space for tiny little startups.
945 Liberty Ave. Unit 600
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
4124347080
www.brunoworkspgh.com
hello@brunoworkspgh.co

BUNKER Projects

BUNKER Projects is an experimental gallery and residency program devoted to
creating a living laboratory for artists in Pittsburgh. BUNKER Projects is converting a
burntout apartment into a customized space for artists. Participating artists will spend
an intensive period living and working on site with living, studio and gallery spaces.
BUNKER residents will be supported to exchange and collaborate with the
surrounding neighborhood and take advantage of other Pittsburgh artist resources
during their stay.

5106 Penn Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15224
www.bunkerprojects.org

Burgh Bees

Burgh Bees aims to introduce beekeeping to Pittsburghers in order to promote bees
and beekeeping and in so doing, stewardship of the environment. In support of this
mission Burgh Bees’ seminars and mentorship programs help teach beginning
beekeepers how to responsibly keep their own hives. Additionally, Burgh Bees
develops and maintains urban apiaries that serve as
the location for handson beekeeping classes. Burgh
Bees has adopted the following Mission Statement:
"To educate beekeepers and promote beekeeping as
a vital part of sustainable agriculture in Pittsburgh and
its suburbs." Burgh Bees works in partnership with the
6933 Susquehanna St.
Penn State Cooperative Extension and is a nonprofit
Pittsburgh, PA 15208
organization.
www.burghbees.com
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Carnegie Library ofPittsburgh

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh's mission is to engage our community in literacy and
learning. Our vision is that through Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, the people of our
region will develop the literacies and connections that support individual achievement and
strengthen the power of community. CLP contributes to the educational attainment,
economic development, and cultural enrichment of the region. Through critical services
such as early learning programs for children, job search assistance and computer and
Internet access, the Library fosters lifelong learning and is a renowned leader among the
nation's libraries. With more than 2 million visitors and 3.5 million items borrowed each
year, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh is the region's most visited asset and one of the
largest public libraries in Pennsylvania. Established in 1895 by philanthropist Andrew
Carnegie as a public trust to be funded by the community, the Library derives
approximately 90% of its annual operating budget from public or government sources,
including the Allegheny County Regional Asset District (RAD), the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania and the City of Pittsburgh.

20 locations throughout the city
4126223114
www.carnegielibrary.org
info@carnegielibrary.org

Compost Hookup

Compost Hookup is a tool to reduce waste by connecting those
unable to compost at home with neighbors who are already
composting. The average person in the U.S is throwing away
1.5 lb of food waste per day, which goes into landfills to break
down slowly, releasing methane, a powerful greenhouse gas.
None of the nutrients taken from the soil are able to return.
Let's change this! Sign up online to get hooked up.

www.composthookup.com
aryn@composthookup.com

Construction Junction

Construction Junction's mission is to support and promote conservation through the
reuse of building materials. We strive to keep usable building materials out of the
landfills and provide them to the community at very low cost. Construction Junction
specializes in used and surplus building materials and is supported by Pennsylvania
Resources Council (PRC), the oldest grass roots environmental organization in the
state. The idea for Construction Junction was developed by PRC, the Green Building
Alliance and Conservation Consultants.
214 N. Lexington St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15208
4122435025
Pittsburgh, PA 15208
www.constructionjunction.org
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Fourth River Free Skool

We are a network of Pittsburgh community activists working to create a free culture of
education through experiencebased, collective learning. We currently offer a
schedule of ongoing classes as well as monthly TeachIns or Skill Shares. Classes
and events are held at various locations, including churches, local businesses, and
private homes. While we are grateful for these Pittsburghers who have opened their
spaces to us, we are working to create our own, permanent Free Skoolhouse! Luckily
we already own a space, an old rowhouse in the Soho area of Pittsburgh, between
Uptown and the Hill. But it needs a lot of work! The Skoolhouse will serve as a
community learning center. A free and open space where people of all ages and
backgrounds can come share their skills and learn new ones. The
final plans include two large classrooms or meeting spaces, a
library, art room, recording studio, dojo/yoga studio, and a rooftop
garden! We want to create a place where people are empowered
to pursue their passions. A place where each person’s unique way
of learning is honored. Where we are all both teachers and
students. A place of discovery and inspiration. Where we learn
from each other and we learn together.
www.fourthriverfreeskool.com

The Hardware Store

The Hardware Store brings startups, freelance media
producers, and nonprofits into the same space so that they can
collaborate and grow. The Hardware Store's facilities contain
complete media production facilities, including 20' of
greenscreen, a podcasting suite, and stateofthe art audio
744 E Warrington Ave.
studio.
Pittsburgh, PA 15210
www.meetup.com/EventsattheHardware

The Pittsburgh Canning Exchange

The Pittsburgh Canning Exchange is a resource for
learning to can, planning your canning season, sharing
recipes, connecting with local agriculture, and
connecting and trading with other local canners. A goal
of the Pittsburgh Canning Exchange is to connect
novice and experienced home canners by coordinating
meetups for beginners to watch and question more
experienced canners.
P.O. Box 90204
Pittsburgh, PA 15224
www.canningexchange.org
hello@canningexchange.org
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Pittsburgh Center for Creative Reuse

The Pittsburgh Center for Creative Reuse (PCCR) promotes resource conservation,
creativity, and community engagement through material reuse. We achieve our
mission through strategic initiatives including our SHOP where artists, teachers and
everyone else can get the materials they need for their creative projects, and through
our handson creative PROGRAMS, both at our Center and around the community. If
you’re looking for art and craft supplies, fabric, yarn, sewing notions, office supplies,
paper, or weird, interesting, or rare objects to incorporate into your art or practical
project, you’ll love our shop. We’re open Tuesday
through Sunday, 11 am to 6 pm and we’d love to talk
with you about what you’re making.
214 N. Lexington St.
4124730100
www.pccr.org
info@pccr.org

The Pittsburgh Garden Experiment

The Pittsburgh Garden Experiment is a forum for city farmers in Pittsburgh. Learn
about urban food production and what's working here in Pittsburgh. Share with us and
contribute to our collective food growing knowledge. Connect to people in your area.
Promote your urban farming projects, classes, and events.
www.pittsburghgardenexperiment.org
www.meetup.com/PittsburghGardenExperiment

Pittsburgh Filmmakers Equipment Office

The Equipment Office serves students and members by supplying the equipment,
facilities and advice needed to help make their media art and creative endeavors
successful. The EQO offers a wide range of resources including: HD and mini DV
video, super8 and 16mm motion picture film, as well as digital and various format still
film cameras, all with support and accessories. Other equipment such as studio
strobes, film and video lights, microphones, audio recorders and grip equipment are
also available for outofhouse check out. Inhouse facilities include digital print and
scan labs, Final Cut editing labs and suites, darkrooms, classrooms, and a
soundstage with a lighting grid and green screen. Along with maintaining and
managing the check in/out of equipment, the Equipment Office provides expertise and
guidance to the Pittsburgh Filmmakers community.
477 Melwood Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15213
412.681.9500
pfm.pittsburgharts.org/equipmentoffice
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Revv Oakland

Revv is a coworking community for earlystage tech companies. Our mission is to
help startups grow faster.
122 Meyran Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA, 15213
4129442499
www.revvoakland.com
mark@revvoakland.com

Saxifrage School

The Saxifrage School is a higher education laboratory working to lower costs, rethink
the campus, and reconcile disciplines. By simplifying the transaction between teacher
and student, building student responsibility, and operating a nontraditional campus
we can significantly lower costs to about onesixth that of some comparable programs
without moving the learning community online.
Students will be challenged to engage with real problems in the community,
learning—through experience—both how to make what is valuable and question the
value of what is made. Our instructors are serious about mentorship
and helping students capture their achievements in professional
portfolios.
www.saxifrageschool.org
andrew@saxifrageschool.org

Seed and Story Library

The Pittsburgh Seed and Story Library, a partnership between Chatham Food Studies
graduate student Amanda West and Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, aims to provide a
public seed bank, gardening and seed saving classes, and a place to hear and share
some of Pittsburgh's vibrant gardening history. Seeds may be "borrowed" with the
hope that library customers will grow one or more of the plants out to harvest the
seeds and return them to the Library so others may benefit and the local seed supply
can grow.
CLPLawrenceville  279 Fisk St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15201
CLPMain, First Floor  4400 Forbes Ave.
PIttsburgh, PA 15213
7576356320
www.carnegielibrary.org/events/programs/gardeningthyme/
awest2@chatham.edu
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TechShop

TechShop is a communitybased workshop and prototyping studio on a mission to
democratize access to the tools of innovation. Our seventh and newest location,
TechShop Pittsburgh is excited to offer the Pittsburgh maker community more than
16,000 square feet of workshops equipped with world class tools and equipment,
computers loaded with design software featuring the Autodesk Design Suite,
hundreds of classes each month, and the support and camaraderie of a community of
likeminded makers.

192 Bakery Square Blvd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
4123457182
www.techshop.ws/pittsburgh.html
info.pgh@techshop.com

Who's Your Brother?

Who's Your Brother? offers you the opportunity to use your talent, your resources, and
a small amount of your time to brighten someone else's day by meeting a need
without the exchange of money. Likewise you too can be contacted by someone in
your community who would appreciate the honor of meeting your need. Whether you
are a local electrician who is volunteering a few hours to help a family with your
expertise or a stayathome mom who extends a little help to a local family whose
father was recently laid off from work, collectively we can solve a number of
challenges together in the spirit of brotherhood. WYB? makes it easy to locate people
who need assistance in the areas you are prepared to give through the use of our
search engine which lists each post by category, city, zip code
and even key phases. So whether you have a need that can be
fulfilled or you are eager to build up your community as you
help your neighbor, let's get started. It's easy and best of all it's
free.
www.whosyourbrother.com
support@whosyourbrother.com
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Resources
Want to learn more? Here are some places to start:
B Corporations
www.bcorporation.net
Campaign for National Cooperative Development Act
www.campaign.coop
Cooperation Works: The Cooperative Development Network
www.cooperationworks.coop
Fellowship for Intentional Communities
www.ic.org
National Cooperative Business Association
www.ncba.coop
New Economics Institute
www.neweconomy.net
The Revolution Will Not Be Funded:
Beyond the NonProfit Industrial Complex
Edited by INCITE! Women of Color Against Violence
Schumacher Center for a New Economic
www.centerforneweconomics.org
Seeds for Change: Consensus Decision Making
www.seedsforchange.org/uk/consensus

Have changes or additions to the directory? Let us know:
CoöperatePittsburgh
cooperatepgh@gmail.com
revised and expanded edition
[October 2013]
Available for free download at cooperatepgh.wordpress.com
Please distribute widely!

